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Bringing Solar to  
DuPage County 



  

The ISEA mission is to educate and advocate for the 
widespread application of solar, wind and other forms of 

renewable energy to the people of Illinois. 
  

• Established in 1975  

• 501(c)3 charitable organization 

• Membership based organization, with 400 
individual/family members & 100+ Businesses 

• Hosts the annual IL Solar Tour as part of the National 
Solar Tour 

 

Illinois Solar Energy Association 
(ISEA) 



Agenda 

● Solar Myths  
 

● Solar 101 

● Getting Started for Your Home 



 

 

● Too Shady 

● Too Expensive 

● Too Hard 

● Limited Ability 

● Not Scalable 

Solar Myths 



Too Shady? 



Too Expensive? 



Too Expensive? 



Government Incentives 

State Incentives 

• Renewable Energy Credits (RECs)  

• Net Metering 

• Grants for Commercial Thermal 
Projects 

Federal Incentives 

• 30% Federal Tax Credit 

• Accelerated Depreciation for 
Commercial Projects 



Future Energy Jobs Bill Provides Certainty 

• Fixes variable funding issues - $200M annually 

 
• Creates IPA Long Term Planning Process  

• 15 Year REC contracts (Adjustable Block Program) 
• Community Solar 
• IL Solar for All Program ($96M for low-income solar and job training) 
• Job Training Programs (Utility Funded/Administered) 

 

• More Utility Scale Wind & Solar!! 

 

 

 

 

Year Wind Solar 

2020 650 MW 1,350 MW 

2025 1,000 MW 2,000 MW 

2030 1,350 MW 2,700 MW 

* Currently 70 MW installed Renewable Energy 

Sec 16-111.5(b)(5) (p 397), Sec 1-75(c)[(1)(A) (p 76), (1)(B) (p 77), (1)(C) (p 79), (1)(E) (p 82), (1)(G) (p 85) ] 



Adjustable Block Program - example 

Sec 1-75(c)(1)(K), (L), and (M) (p 95) 
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Solar Hot Water Solar Electricity (PV) 

Too Hard? 



Not Scalable? 



Light 

Every day enough sunlight 
strikes 

the planet in a HOUR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To supply a YEAR of energy! 



Light 

http://www.techinsider.io/map-shows-solar-panels-to-

power-the-earth-2015-9 

http://landartgenerator.org/blagi/archives/127 
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Solar 101 
A Simple Primer 

Produces Hot Water & Heat  Produces Electricity 
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Panels Facing South: 
Pitched Roofs 



Panels Facing South 



Getting Started 
A Home Owners Perspective 



Know Your Usage, Set Your Goals 



A Birds Eye View 

www.bing.com/maps 

(4 views of roof) 

 

www.maps.google.com & 

Google Earth 

 

Project SunRoof 

www. google.com/get/sunroof 

Measures sun window 

 

 

Many tools can even take 

measurements!  

http://www.bing.com/maps
http://www.maps.google.com/


Getting Started  
- A Checklist for System Owners 

2. Project 

Feasibility 

& Design 

3. Secure 

project 

funding 

1. Find a 

Qualified Solar 

Contractor 

4. Apply 

for 

Approvals  

5. Install 

the solar  

system 

6. Have 

your 

system 

inspected 

7. Begin 

generating 

Solar 

Power! 



Sit Back and Enjoy! 

PalmBeachPost.com 

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/photo/news/photos/solar-powered-home-gives-lake-worth-pair-a-sunny-o/pRgSN/


Community Solar – the FUTURE! 

Only about ¼ of all homes in the US are suitable for 
solar.  Community Solar solves that problem!  
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☑Website:          
www.illinoissolar.org  
☑Contact us:     

Lesley.mccain@illinoissolar.org 

 

 

 

Questions & 
Contact Info 

http://www.solar.cityofchicago.org/
mailto:sustainability@cityofchicago.org
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