€ power

=ArcFlash___ <

SAFETY COMMITTEE NEWS BULLETIN N PARTNERSHIP WITH CONSTRUCTION SAFETY COUNCIL

Workplace Stretching Exercises for Construction Workers
By: Herbert Post, TRADESAFE
The construction industry is one of the most physically demanding sectors, requiring workers to perform

heavy lifting, repetitive motions, and awkward positions. Over time, these tasks can lead to muscle strain,
fatigue, and injury.

Maintaining physical health through workplace stretching and exercise routines is essential for
construction workers to mitigate the physical toll. Incorporating stretching exercises helps prepare the
body for the day's tasks and reduces the risk of injury, promoting long-term well-being.

What Is Stretch and Flex In Construction?

Stretch and Flex is a safety program widely implemented in construction sites to reduce workplace injuries
and improve physical readiness. It involves a series of structured stretching exercises designed to prepare
construction workers for the physical demands of the construction project. These workplace exercises
typically focus on enhancing flexibility, improving joint mobility, and promoting blood flow to muscles,
which can help reduce the risk of strain-related injuries.

The program generally begins with a brief warm-up to get the body moving, followed by dynamic stretches
that target key muscle groups used during construction work, such as the back, shoulders, hamstrings,
and wrists. This preparation not only improves physical performance but also makes workers more aware
of their movements, helping them avoid awkward postures that could lead to injury.

How Do Construction Workers Avoid the Breakdown of Their Bodies Due to Their Job?

Construction workers avoid the breakdown of their bodies by prioritizing ergonomic practices, physical
fitness, and proper rest and recovery. They use proper lifting techniques, supportive equipment, and
maintain good posture to reduce strain on muscles and joints.

Regular exercise, stretching, and a focus on core strength help them build the endurance needed for
physically demanding tasks while staying hydrated and eating well supports overall health. Additionally,
frequent breaks during the workday, along with prioritizing sleep, give their bodies time to recover and
maintain both physical and mental well-being on the job.

Benefits of Stretching Before Construction Work

Engaging in stretching exercises before starting construction work offers a variety of benefits that help
prepare the body for the physical demands of the job. Here are some key advantages:

e Reduces Muscle Tension and Stiffness

¢ Improves Flexibility and Range of Motion

¢ Enhances Blood Flow to Muscles and Joints

¢ Increases Strength and Power

e Improves Coordination and Balance

e Reduces Fatigue and Improves Endurance

e Enhanced Well-Being
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What Is the Stretching Schedule for Construction Work?

For effective results, construction workers should stretch for 5-10 minutes before beginning their shift.
Incorporating brief stretching sessions during breaks can further reduce muscle tension and promote long-
term mobility.

Encouraging Construction Workers to Do Stretching Exercises

For a workplace stretching program to succeed in a construction site, leadership must actively participate and
encourage workers to join in. When managers get involved, it sets a positive example and shows that the
company values health and safety standards.

A well-designed program should focus on the specific tasks workers perform, such as stretches for the back,
shoulders, and legs if lifting is involved. This approach makes stretching more relevant and helps workers see
its benefits in preventing injuries.

Incorporating stretching into the daily routine, whether before work or during breaks, establishes it as a habit
and reduces muscle strain over time.

(This information is excerpted from TRADESAFE - authored by Herbert Post and published September 17, 2024.
The article is available in its entirety at www.trdsf.com.)

PowerForward DuPage and the Construction Safety Council are pleased to partner in support of this continued
effort to ensure that IBEW contractors and members Work Smart, Build Safe. Visit www.buildsafe.org for a
year-round calendar of discounted safety training programs.
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E POWE R The Construction Safety Council, in partnership with the NECA-IBEW 701 Safety Committee,

28600 Bella Vista Parkway, would like to remind you to Work Smart, Build Safe!
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